SUBMISSION TEMPLATE – Key Dot Points

OPPOSITION TO DUNN’S CREEK ROAD OPTIONS 2A, 2B AND 2C
1. Social impacts which may be impacted
a. Way of life – rural community with native trees, shrubs, animals and birds
b. Community - well established, contributing in person and in-kind activities from Landcare to Fernleigh Park entrance signs, Community Hall management and improvements, activities including mobile library,  social events, exercise classes, CWA meetings, weddings. 
c. Culture - connections to land, waterways, places 
d. Health and wellbeing - physical and mental health are improved with access to open space and natural environments
e. Surroundings – erosion and pollution control and management, resident only social media presence, access to and use of the natural environment, and aesthetic value and amenity 
f. Decision-making - ability to have a say in decisions affecting our lives
g. Some properties would be unsaleable and possibly unlivable
h. People living adjacent to the identified “impacted properties” would also be affected by road sequalae such as increased traffic noise, degraded views, decreased privacy and plummeting land values 
i. Fernleigh Park is a rural community, with long established social networks and values. A busy road that bisects Fernleigh Park does not encourage cohesive community engagement 
j. Compulsory acquisition of homes for demolition

2. Economic impacts 
a. Property values will be negatively impacted across the Fernleigh Park community
b. QPRC estimated outlay for DCR is $8.8million (NDCR south) to $401million (Option 5). Prioritising urgent QPRC projects which will improve life for majority of population, eg Yass Road intersection,  Queanbeyan sewerage plant.

3. Visual impact, noise and pollution
Traffic: 
a. Each of Options 2A, 2B and 2C would require another traffic light intersection. There are already 3 sets of lights within 1km between Googong Road and Bunyip Drive. Traffic flow north is already slow because of poor design and implementation.
b. Volume, Noise, GHG emissions
c. Pollution: landscape and water





4. Costs: DCR Economic Appraisal – Version 5 (Stantec, June 2025)
	OPTION
	Estimated Cost

	Option 1B
	$381.9M**

	Option 2A
	$239.5M

	Option 2B
	$364.0M

	Option 2C
	$332.5M

	Option 5
	$401.8M**

	Option Stantec
	$263.9M**

	No Dunn’s Creek Road South
	$8.8M


Note: ** these options have not been pursued further due to environmental constraints (Stantec, June 2025, page 3). These constraints are not identified.
A more recent analysis (DCR Road: Economic Appraisal Stantec, May 2026) reviewed Options 1B, 5 and Stantec as single lane and dual carriageways.

5. Environmental damage and loss of biodiversity	
Environmental damage:
a. Aboriginal heritage sites (19-20) have been identified in past studies
b. Loss of animal corridors
c. Pollution of rainwater tanks and dams

Biodiversity:
a. Loss and /or destruction of environment for vulnerable and endangered fauna and flora
b. Negative impact on Jerrabomberra Creek amphibians
c. Stantec’s only ecological assessment is at Appendix I ‘Ecological Assessment Report ACT Government Horse Paddock: Block 1563 Tuggeranong Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate; ACT Government, 2024. 

Zoning was changed to Zone C4 Environmental Living (QPRC, 2020)

	Objectives of zone
· To provide for low-impact residential development in areas with special ecological, scientific or aesthetic values.
· To ensure that residential development does not have an adverse effect on those values.
· To encourage development that is visually compatible with the landscape.
· To minimise the impact of development on the natural environment.
· To ensure development does not unreasonably increase the demand for public services or public facilities
(Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Local Environmental Plan 2022 - NSW Legislation)





6. Technical issues 
a. Undulating and steep topography across both land and creeks would reduce viability for Options 2A, 2B and 2C
b. Need for animal corridors
c. Need to manage effluent so it does not enter the creek system

PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES TO MANAGE TRAFFIC ISSUES
1. Traffic: 
a. Three traffic light intersections at Googong Road, Wellsvale Drive and Bunyip Drive
i. Smart lights at each intersection
ii. Left turn lanes at each light heading north (to Monaro Highway)
iii. Install slip lanes heading south at each intersection
b. Traffic lights at Edwin Land Parkway/Old Cooma Road
i. Left turn lanes added
Note: Traffic modelling was undertaken by Stantec in 2023. This did not take into account the development along Bunyip Drive, subdivisions in Burra and Little Burra. With a new high school, two primary schools, childcare, a central shopping centre and increased local job opportunities, traffic volume towards Queanbeyan will be redirected to Googong township.

ALTERNATIVE ACTION: upgrade existing Old Cooma Road south
